PILLAR CORAL S o

Dendrogyra cylindrus
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Order: Scleractinia , Historical 51—
Family: Meandrinidae X “Qj
4
FNAI Ranks: G3/S1 e

U.S. Status:  Endangered
FL Status: Endangered

Description: Forms colonies of cylindrical pillars to approximately 3 ft. (1 m) tall
and 2 - 51n. (ca. 5 - 13 cm) in diameter. Color is a light olive with bluish polyps.

Similar Species: No other corals in Florida or the Caribbean region form pillars.

Habitat: At a depth of 6 - 60 ft. (2 - 20 m) in flat to gently sloping, rock or coral or
occasionally sand substrate in warm, clear, nutrient-poor marine waters along
Florida’s continental shelf adjacent to the Keys.

Seasonal Occurrence: Year-round.

Florida Distribution: Historically found from Palm Beach County to Dry Tortugas,
although now may be restricted to the Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas.

Range-wide Distribution: Throughout the central Caribbean Sea, Bahamas, and
southern coast of Florida.

Conservation Status: Pillar coral is considered functionally extinct after suffering
devastating losses from stony coral tissue loss disease starting in 2014. Fragments
from many different genotypes across the state have been collected to seed captive
propagation programs for future reintroductions. It was listed as a federally
threatened species in 2014 and critical habitat was proposed in 2020.

Protection and Management: Restore the natural hydrology of the Everglades so
that naturally cool water flows through Florida Bay and buffers warming seawater
temperatures. Discontinue allowing contaminated water to flow through man-
made canals and into the ocean. Continue captive propagation programs, as these
may be the last resort to maintain wild Florida genotypes (Marhaver et al. 2015,
Neely et al. 2021). Treat disease-affected colonies with topical antibiotics to slow
lesions (Neely et al. 2021). If disease-resistant genotypes are found, reintroduction

efforts should focus on outplanting those genotypes.
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Pillar Coral Dendrogyra cylindrus
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