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Dome Swamp 

Description:  Dome swamp is an isolated, forested, depression wetland occurring within 

a fire-maintained community such as mesic flatwoods.  These swamps are generally 

small, but may also be large and shallow.  The characteristic dome shape is created by 

smaller trees that grow in the shallower waters of the outer edge, while taller trees grow 

in the deeper water in the interior of the swamp.  Pond cypress (Taxodium ascendens) 

often dominates, but swamp tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora), may also form pure 

stands or occur as a co-dominant.  Other canopy or subcanopy species include red maple 

(Acer rubrum), dahoon (Ilex cassine), swamp bay (Persea palustris), slash pine (Pinus 

elliottii), sweetbay (Magnolia virginiana), loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus), and, in 

South Florida, coco plum (Chrysobalanus icaco) and pond apple (Annona glabra).  

Shrubs are typically sparse to moderate, but often are absent in dome swamps with a high 

fire frequency or dense in swamps where fire has long been absent.  Shrubs common in 

dome swamps include Virginia willow (Itea virginica), fetterbush (Lyonia lucida), 

common buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), coastalplain willow (Salix 

caroliniana), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), titi (Cyrilla racemiflora), and St. John's wort 

(Hypericum spp.).  Herbaceous species can be dense or absent and include a wide variety 

of ferns, graminoids, and herbs including Virginia chain fern (Woodwardia virginica), 

royal fern (Osmunda regalis var. spectabilis), cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea), 

toothed midsorus fern (Blechnum serrulatum), maidencane (Panicum hemitomon), 

sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense), various species of beaksedge (Rhynchospora spp.), 

lizard’s tail (Saururus cernuus), Carolina redroot (Lachnanthes caroliana), taperleaf 

waterhorehound (Lycopus rubellus), false nettle (Boehmeria cylindrica), and knotweeds 

(Polygonum spp.).  Sphagnum moss (Sphagnum spp.) often occurs in patches where the 

 
 













http://www.coastalplains.org/pdf/Final%20Report%202008.pdf





