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The maps in this document are derived from the  Florida Forever Conservation 

Needs Assessment, an analysis of the geographic distribution of certain  natural 

resources and resource -based land uses that have been identified in the Florida 

Forever Act  (F.S. 259.105) as needing increased conservation attention.  Data for 

the Needs Assessment are maint ained and updated by Florida Natural Areas 

Inventory under contract to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

and in collaboration with many partners.   The data represent a statewide view of 

resource distributions and are intended to inform sta te conservation priorities and 

measure progress of the Florida Forever program in protecting these resources.  
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Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas 

 

 

Primary Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Description:  The 2009 SHCAs identify areas of habitat that are essential to sustain a minimum viable population for focal 

species of terrestrial vertebrates that were not adequately protected on existing conservation lands.  The SHCAs include 

habitat data for 34 terrestrial vertebrate species, primarily on private lands, and are prioritized into five priority classes 

based on rarity (FNAI State and Global ranks).   Note that the 2009 SHCAs constitute a significant revision of the original 

SHCAs published in 1994 which identified approximately four million acres for 30 focal vertebrate species.  For more 

information: http://research.myfwc.com/features/view_article.asp?id=29815.   

 Protected acres currently unavailable; future analysis planned 

to  

  Total Acres Protected* Remaining 

Priority 1 585,965   -   -  

Priority 2 3,770,007   -   -  

Priority 3  3,355,472   -   -  

Priority 4   57,082   -   -  

Priority 5  1,043,973   -   -  

Total 8,812,499  -   -  

 

The information displayed on this map was developed or provided to address specific 

performance measures of the Florida Forever program.  The data may not be appropriate 

for general use, and are not intended for use in a regulatory decision making process. 
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Rare Species Habitat Conservation Priorities 

 

 

Primary Source: Florida Natural Areas Inventory 

Description:  The Rare Species Habitat Conservation Priorities data layer includes occurrence-based habitat for 248 species 

with a high conservation need including plants, invertebrates, and vertebrates.  Individual species maps are weighted 

according to conservation need and overlaid to reflect values for both rarity and richness.  The final layer prioritizes places 

on the landscape that would protect both the greatest number of rare species and those species with the greatest 

conservation need.   For more information see the Conservation Needs Assessment Technical Report:  

http://www.fnai.org/FlForever.cfm.  

  Total Acres Protected Remaining 

Priority 1           430,824              170,710  260,115 

Priority 2           876,645              483,136  393,509 

Priority 3        4,638,087           2,266,895  2,371,192 

Priority 4        4,841,498           2,174,477  2,667,021 

Priority 5        4,506,776           1,941,163  2,565,613 

Priority 6        1,654,773              467,712  1,187,060 

Total 16,948,603 7,504,093 9,444,509 

 

The information displayed on this map was developed or provided to address specific 

performance measures of the Florida Forever program.  The data may not be appropriate 

for general use, and are not intended for use in a regulatory decision making process. 
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